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the social code, and the accepted notions which constitute
public opinion should develop in equal measure with the
increase of power over nature. The penalty of failure to
maintain due proportion between the popular philosophy
of life and the increase of material comfort will be social
convulsions, which will arrest civilization and will subject
the human race to such a reaction toward barbarism as
that which followed the fall of the Roman Empire. It
is easy to see that at the present moment our popular
philosophy of life is all in confusion. The old codes are
breaking down; new ones are not yet made; and even
amongst people of standing, to whom we must look to
establish the body of public opinion, we hear the most
contradictory and heterogeneous doctrines about life and
society.
The growth of the United States has done a great deal
to break up the traditional codes and creeds which had
been adopted in Europe. The civilized world being divided
into two parts, one old and densely populated and the other
new and thinly populated, social phenomena have been
produced which, although completely covered by the same
laws of social force, have appeared to be contradictory.
The effect has been to disturb and break up the faith of
philosophers and students in the laws, and to engender
numberless fallacies amongst those who are not careful
students. The popular judgment especially has been dis-
ordered and misled. The new country has offered such
chances as no generation of men has ever had before. It
has not, however, enabled any man to live without work,
or to keep capital without thrift and prudence; it has not
enabled a man to "rise in the world" from a position of
ignorance and poverty, and at the same time to marry
early, spend freely, and bring up a large family of children.
The men of this generation, therefore, without distinc-
tion of class, and with only individual exceptions, suffer